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About Designability

We believe that disability or long-term illness should not limit 
anyone doing things in life that they love. 

For over 50 years, Designability have been building a pathway to 
greater independence, dignity and equal opportunities for over 
250,000 children and adults. 

Designability is a leading charity in designing, producing and 
providing products to help people across the UK. 

We work directly with individuals to create solutions to real life 
issues, and the unique challenges that they face. 

Your support will help us play a part in transforming the lives of 
thousands of children and adults with a disability and enable us to 
fulfil our vision of a more inclusive and accessible world for 
everyone. 

Follow our story and become part of it:                                        



A heartfelt thank you

Dear Supporter,

Here is my son, Noah, at only 15 months 
old trying out his Wizzybug powered 
wheelchair for the very first time. He 
will have it on loan from Designability
for as long as he can benefit. 

I don’t think it will be long until he has 
worked out this new way of moving and 
we cannot wait to have lots of new 
adventures with Wizzybug.

I cannot praise and thank this charity enough for what they have 
provided for our little boy. The NHS often doesn’t provide funding 
for powered chairs for the under 5s and the service that  
Designability have set-up relies entirely on fundraising. 

For a little boy unable to move his own body, who relies upon the 
use of equipment to experience such sensations, this is just 
invaluable. 

We simply would not have been able to afford the cost of 
purchasing a powered wheelchair like this for Noah and are 
forever grateful for this most precious gift.

Thank you so much,

Louise

  Look how far he’s come: That’s Noah on our front cover, two years   
  on from first collecting his Wizzybug. He absolutely loves his 
  Wizzy and is forever getting up to mischief.
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Your support could help with:

  Funding a visit to our Memory Technology Gallery for a  
  person caring for someone living with dementia.

  Hosting a workshop for beneficiaries and their carers   
  to research new products to help them.  
  
  Holding a training session for clinical professionals so 
  we can pass on guidance about assistive technology.

  Providing a day out for a group of Wizzybug families to  
  meet, have fun and give support to one another. 

  Fully funding a Wizzybug for the UK loan scheme,   
  giving children with a disability some independence.

How to get started

To start your fundraising all you need is an idea! 
You might already be one step ahead and know what 
you want to do, or maybe you’ve found a challenge you 
want to conquer to raise funds as part of the amazing #TeamAbility!

The main thing you need to decide first is whether you want to 
fundraise by yourself, with family or friends, with a group or club you 
belong to, or at work or school.

Then decide whether you’d like your fundraiser to be just for you, 
your family and friends, or open to the general public. Know what 
you want to do? Then let’s get started!

  In need of some inspiration? Take a look at bit.ly/WaysToRaise



Tips for organising an event

This guide gives you some step by step guidelines to make sure you 
haven’t forgotten anything, but don’t forget to check out the rest of 
the booklet for some top tips to maximise your fundraising and to 
make sure you stay safe and legal. 

 Find a venue and pick a date: Find a venue that is convenient   
 for people to get to. When you find somewhere to hire, don’t 
 forget to mention the event is for charity - they may reduce   
 or waive the fee! Have a look at what other activities are 
 happening locally and try to avoid any busy dates.

 Think of what you need to make your event a success: Will   
 you need help from some professionals like a band or DJ? 
 Maybe you need to find some willing volunteers to help you   
 on the day? Have you thought about some little extras like a
 raffle to boost your fundraising?

 Decide who you want to invite: Is your event going to be open  
 to the public, or just to people you know? Work out a guest   
 list of people to invite.

 Tell people about it! Ask us for posters and leaflets to help   
 spread the word. Visit local shops and cafés to ask whether   
 they will display a poster or take some leaflets for you.

 The big day: Make sure you have everything you need    
 prepped and ready in advance and that you have enough   
 help for the day. Most importantly, stay calm and enjoy 
 seeing all your hard work pay off! Don’t forget to get on 
 social media and let everyone know how well it’s going, too. 

 When it’s all over: Please ensure that you return all funds to   
 us as soon as possible and we’ll confirm the total back to you  
 with an official thank you letter or certificate. Don’t forget to  
 thank everyone that helped make your event a success, too!
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The ways we will support you

There are lots of ways we can support you with your fundraising:

Sponsorship forms: These can be downloaded from our website, or 
we can pop some in the post to you. 

Posters, flyers and our logo: We can provide an array of branded 
materials to help you with your fundraising quest.

Collection buckets and pots: Let us know how many you need and 
we will get some sent out to you.

Balloons, t-shirts and information: We have plenty of ways to help 
you to ‘dress’ your event. If you are taking part in a challenge, you 
can make a donation of £5 for a branded t-shirt, or, if you raise over 
£100 with your fundraising, we’ll give you one for free!

Press and social media if you’re doing something you want people to 
know about then we can help you to shout about it.

Get in touch and have a chat about your plans.  
Email fundraising@designability.org.uk or call  
01225 824103.

Set your goal: This will give you something to aim 
for and help those supporting you decide how much to donate. 
Get online: Collecting sponsorship online is quicker to share      
with friends and you don’t have the hassle of trying to collect   
up cash. We recommend using www.justgiving.com
Let people know what you’re up to: It sounds obvious but no one            
can support you if they don’t know what you’re doing! Tell people  
you know what you’re fundraising for and why.

Top tips to reach your target



Collecting sponsorship

If you’re taking part in an event or challenge and are raising money 
through sponsorship, here are a few ways to make collecting in your 
funds easier and how to make sure your money goes further by 
asking your sponsors if they are eligible for Gift Aid. 

 

If you’re worried about collecting sponsorship, one of the easiest 
ways to do it is by setting up an online fundraising page and we 
recommend using www.justgiving.com. It’s a simple step by step 
process and the donations are transferred directly from JustGiving to 
Designability. You can also keep supporters updated on your 
progress by posting regular updates about your training and how 
you got on when you’ve completed your event or challenge. 

Want some paper copies? We do have paper sponsorship forms for 
anyone who would prefer the traditional sponsorship route. You can 
download one from our website, or get in touch if you don’t have 
access to a printer and would like one sent in the post. 

Gift Aid can add an extra 25p to every £1 you raise at no extra cost 
to you or your donor. As long as the donor is a UK tax payer, we can 
reclaim the extra funds directly from HMRC. In order for us to claim 
the Gift Aid, there are a few things the donor must do: we must have 
their full name, home address including the full postcode, and they 
must tick the Gift Aid box. 

We cannot reclaim the Gift Aid if any of these sections are not 
complete, or if they provide a work address instead. Please make 
sure that all of your donors know exactly how to make the most of 
their donation even if it does take a little longer to fill in the form!



How to keep fundraising safe and legal

We want you to have fun and enjoy your fundraising but it’s also 
really important you and those supporting you are safe, and all your 
activities are legal. 

           Health and safety checklist and risk assessments
           If you’re holding any kind of event, it’s a really good   
           idea to carry out a health and safety checklist and then  
           a risk assessment. This helps you identify and minimise 
any potential risks to yourself, those helping you and those who are
attending your event. If you’re not sure what your checklist should 
include or how to carry out a risk assessment, contact us for some 
handy templates. 

  Insurance
  You may need insurance for your event such as public   
  liability to protect you in case of injury or damage, or   
  a PRS licence for live music. Check whether your venue 
 has insurance to cover your activity already as part of the hire 
agreement, or contact us for further advice. If you are taking on a 
challenge event, check your own insurance covers your activity.

  Safe cash handling
  There are a few guidelines to keep in mind when   
  handling cash. Never leave cash unattended, always 
  count it in pairs, limit the distance you need to 
transport cash and always try to have someone with you if possible. 
If you do need to leave cash in your vehicle for any reason, keep it 
out of sight.

  Cash collections
  Street collections require permission from your local   
  authority and collections on private property requires   
  permission from the property owner. Collection tins 
must always remain sealed and you must not shake the tin or 
bucket at any time.



  Raffles
  For larger raffles, you may need to obtain a small 
  lotteries licence from the Gambling Commission. If   
  you think this might apply to you, get in touch for 
further advice. If you are holding a raffle on the day of your event, 
you don’t need a licence provided all prizes purchased are valued 
under £250, you are only selling tickets on the day and in the same 
place as the draw, all ticket prices are the same, and prizes involving 
alcohol are on licenced premises. 

    You help us to help more people

  People like Anna
  Anna was in need of a way to transport 
  her young daughter independently. We 
  designed an infant carrier which could 
  attach securely to her wheelchair and 
  gave them the freedom to explore the 
  great outdoors together.

  We are now developing the infant carrier even further and, with 
  your help, we hope to launch a loan scheme so parents can borrow  
  one to use free of charge.

  People like Ted
  Ted has always loved music and, when 
  he was diagnosed with dementia, his 
  family wanted to find a way for him to 
  carry on listening to his favourite songs.  
  He was finding it harder to use his 
  regular CD player so his relatives got 
  him a Simple Music Player which was developed by us.

  Now Ted can play his most-loved tracks easily, whenever he 
  chooses to. His family told us they see him ‘physically relax’ every 
  time the music plays.



Give your fundraising a boost

There are lots of different ways you can help 
to maximise your fundraising and one of the 
best ways is to get friends and family to help you! 

Never underestimate the fundraising potential of a day bag packing, 
or holding a collection in your local supermarket. These are often 
easy to book with your local branch, don’t require any preparation 
beforehand and you just need the help of a few willing volunteers 
on the day. Holding a couple of these can really boost your 
fundraising and help you reach your target. 

Have a think about a few added extras to any fundraising events 
you’re holding:

Can you add in a raffle or tombola on the day? 

How about selling the refreshments yourself, or asking for a 
donation?

Have a think about the skills and talents of your friends, family and 
people you work with. Would they donate their time and skills in 
exchange for others making a donation?

If you’re taking part in an event, you may want to approach a 
local business who might be happy to sponsor you. Some will make 
a donation if you include their logo on your event t-shirt. 



Returning your funds

You can return the funds you’ve raised in a number of different ways 
- whichever is easiest for you is fine with us. If you have collected 
your sponsorship through JustGiving, you don’t need to do anything 
else and the funds will be automatically transferred. 

Online  
You can pay your funds in online via our website: 
designability.org.uk/donate

Direct to bank / BACS 
Account name: Designability 
Account Number: 70270512 
Sort Code: 20-05-06

By post  
Cheques can be made payable to Designability and posted to: 
Designability, Department D1, Wolfson Centre, Royal United  
Hospital, Combe Park, Bath BA1 3NG 

Telling your story

We’d love to hear about your fundraising journey and share your 
story to help inspire others to support Designability. If you’re happy 
to tell us a little more about what you’ve been up to and why, please 
get in touch. We’ve popped a few questions below to get you 
thinking about the type of things we might ask you: 

• Why did you decide to support Designability?
• How did you raise funds for Designability?
• What was the highlight of your experience? 
• What advice would you give someone else 
   looking to fundraise?



Keep in touch:
 

www.designability.org.uk
fundraising@designability.org.uk 

01225 824103

Designability, Wolfson Centre,  
Department D1, RUH 

Combe Park, Bath BA1 3NG

Registered Charity No. 256335


